
IS YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD  
TRICKY OR A TREAT?

Our figures represent a nationally representative sample of  
urban residents in New Zealand. To find out more get in touch 
with liz@researchfirst.co.nz

Walkability is a critical feature of neighbourhood health. It 
is not all about how accessible the places you need to get 
to are, how long it takes to get there and whether you need 
a car. It is also about whether you feel safe on your way and 
what that walk can do to improve the connection between 
people and places, and between people themselves. 

There are lots of fancy metrics to analyse your area, but our 
favourites are the ‘popsicle test’ and the ‘Halloween test’ – 
possibly encapsulating everything a town planner needs to 
think about.

65% 20% 15%
agree neutral disagree

58% 17% 26%
agree neutral disagree

In my neighbourhood a child can easily 
and safely go out to buy an ice block and 

return home before it melts.

In my neighbourhood kids can go  
trick-or-treating in their local streets  

at Halloween.


